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[ The success of the Childhood
Immunization Initiative, now be-
ginning its second year, will be
judged, ultimately, by the extent
to which it reduces the occurrence
of vaccine-preventable disease. A
year ago this spring, when the
Initiative was announced, immu-
nization levels were dismally low;
some were falling. Morbidity was
on the rise. We were experiencing
widespread outbreaks of measies
and rubella, mostly among school
children, and pertussis, which had
dropped to its lowest levels ever
in 1976, was occurring with alarm-
ing frequency in our communities.
The situation, compounded by
public ignorance, professional
apathy, and a welter of other,
equally difficult issues. was bleak.

[0 Many problems that plagued
the early days of the new Initia-
tive are with us still, but no
longer do they appear as forbid-
ding. To review the past year's
events is to find encouraging evi-
dence that the American people
are at last ready to commit their
resources and their energies to the
battle against the preventable dis-
eases of childhood.

(]I would note, in this connec-
tion, our willingness to finance
the fray. In fiscal year 1976, Fed-
eral grant support for immuniza-
tion activities amounted to only
$4.9 million. This vear, we are
funding those activities at almost
five times the 1976 level, or $23
million, and for fiscal year 1979,
we are requesting $35 million in

grant appropriations for immuni-
zation projects.

[ These categorical expenditures
do not reflect the tremendous sup-
port that the Initiative is receiv-
ing from nearly a dozen other
DHEW and Federal agencies. The
Department of Agriculture, for ex-
ample, is promoting immuniza-
tion through its Extension Serv-
ice. DHEW'’s Office of Human De-
velopment Services already has
immunized 90 percent of the 424,
000 children enrolled in its Head
Start program.

] Across the country. civic groups
and health care providers are
working together in innovative
programs. Corporations are cham-
pioning the benefits of immuniza-
tion; labor unions are conducting
education programs for their
members. Parents are checking
family immunization records, to
make sure that they and their
children are protected against
measles, poliomyelitis, rubella,
mumps, diphtheria, pertussis, and
tetanus.

] The apathy that I spoke of
earlier has not been entirely dis-
pelled and, in many respects, in
many segments of our society, we
have a long and difficult way to
go. But indifference is no longer
dominant. It has been replaced, 1
believe, by growing resolve to see
a tough job through, no matter
what it takes.

JRight now, for example, 35
States and major school districts
within 7 more States are strictly
enforcing school entry immuniza-
tion laws. Some 33 States are re-
viewing the immunization his-
tories of all children enrolled in
their school systems. And 17 States
have moved to exclude students
who have not been adequately
immunized.

] What of the future? In the first

10 weeks of calendar year 1978, as
compared to the same period of
1977, measles, rubella, and mumps
incidence decreased substantially.
Measles cases were down a phe
nomenal 68 percent: rubella and
mumps dropped 52 and 33 per-
cent, respectively.

[ There is no doubt a correlation
between these first returns of 1978
and our efforts of the preceding
year. If it is tenous, it neverthe-
less augurs well for the second
year of our campaign and, indeed,
for the eventual elimination of the
preventable childhood diseases.
We have made a good start. If we
continue to work together, I know
that we can see the Childhood
Immunization Initiative through
to a most successful conclusion.

Julius B. Richmond, MD

Assistant Secretary for Health
and Surgeon General

Public Health Service

Cover: Child is immunized at

a DeKalb County, Ga., clinic.
As the Childhood Immunization
Initiative enters the second
year, the Surgeon General
reports on progress. Two papers
in this issue are also pertinent
—the need to educate both
providers and consumers to
achieve higher immunization
levels (page 211) and how
Oregon is controlling

measles outbreaks (page 216).
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VA Trains Physicians in Special Medical Problems

of Aging Veterans

W A new program to train experienced
physicians in caring for the special
medical problems of the aging popula-
tion has been announced by the Vet-
erans Administration.

The first 12 physicians who will be
trained under the program are board-
certified specialists in internal medi-
cine, family practice, or psychiatry.
They will be given 2 years of addi-
tional training in geriatrics and geron-
tology at six Veterans Administration
hospitals beginning July 1, 1978.
Twelve more physicians will be added
to the program each year.

This program is being initiated to
develop a cadre of physicians who will
provide leadership in geriatrics. Max
Cleland, Administrator of Veterans Af-
fairs, said, “VA is taking this action
because of our concern for the in-
creasing age of the veteran population
in this country, in the face of an al-
most complete lack of training else-
where for specialists in the specific
health problems of the older age
group. We, therefore, will be seeking
men and women who are committed
to excellence as our first Fellows.”
Cleland pointed out that the largest
segment of the veteran population, the
13.3 million who fought in World

War I, will reach an average age of
65 by 1984,

A National Academy of Sciences
(NAS) study in June 1977, ‘“Health
Care for American Veterans,” called
for the VA to take the leadership in
creating systems for providing the
good-quality long-term care that aging
persons often require. The NAS re-
port noted that most health insurance
programs do not provide coverage
for the elderly, and the private health
care system does not have the capac-
ity to provide a full range of geriatric
services.

The physicians selected to be Geri-
atric Fellows will receive standard VA
salaries. They will be given multi-
disciplinary training in the manage-
ment of programs for older patients.
They will prepare for future roles as
teachers, administrators, and policy-
makers, as well as clinicians. Their
training will be in hospitals and in ex-
tended and ambulatory care settings.
Through joint appointments with medi-
cal schools affiliated with the hospitals,
the Geriatric Fellows also are ex-
pected to stimulate undergraduate
and graduate medical education in
geriatrics.

1979 WHO Fellowships for U.S. Health Workers

m The World Health Organization will
make available in 1979 a limited num-
ber of short-term fellowships for travel
abroad related to the “improvement
and expansion of health services” in
the United States. This support is
limited to U.S. citizens engaged in
the operational or educational aspects
of public health who are employed by
State or local agencies or educational
institutions. Employees of the Federal
Government are not eligible.

A selection committee will recom-
mend the awarding of fellowships
based on the professional background
of the applicant, the field and locale
of the proposed study, and the appli-
cant’s use of the experience upon his
or her return. Applications will not
be considered for the pursuit of pure
research projects or attendance at in-
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ternational meetings, or from students
in the midst of training at the graduate
or undergraduate level. Medical resi-
dents are considered postgraduates.
The fellowship award covers per
diem and transportation. Employers of
successful applicants are expected to
endorse the applications and to con-
tinue the employee’s salary during the
fellowship. Except in unusual circum-
stances, the fellowship will be limited
to short-term programs averaging
about 2 months. Fellowships will be
awarded up to the total amount of
available funds. Deadline for receipt
of applications is September 30, 1978.
Additional information may be ob-
tained from Dr. Carl D. Olsen, Chief,
International Education Section, Fo-
garty International Center, National In-
stitutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. 20014.

education
notes

Biohazard courses. Laboratory safety
training courses for 1978 are being con-
ducted by the University of Minnesota
School of Public Health under contract
from the National Cancer Institute Office
of Research Safety.

Courses on “Biohazard and Injury
Control in the Biomedical Laboratory”
will be presented September 6-8 at the
University of Washington, Seattle, and
December 12-13 at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. Biohaz-
ards in viral oncology research will be
emphasized. The courses are aimed at
senior scientists and technicians who
work in fields related to cancer virology.

Two courses on “Biohazard Contain-
ment and Control of Recombinant DNA
Moleules” will be conducted Septem-
ber 19-20 at the University of California,
San Diego, and October 24-25 at the
Frederick Cancer Research Center, Fred-
erick, Md. These courses are for prin-
cipal investigators, scientists, and senior
technicians working with genetic recom-
binants. Lectures and workshops will
emphasize interpretation of the NIH
Guidelines for Recombinant DNA Re-
search.

Supported by the National Cancer In-
stitute, the courses are tuition free. Par-
ticipants pay only for travel and living
expenses. Enrollment is limited, and
early application is recommended. In-
formation about the courses can be ob-
tained from Donald Vesley, PhD, Asso-
ciate Professor, School of Public Health,
1158 Mayo Memorial Bldg., 420 Dela-
ware St., SE., University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55455; telephone
(612) 373-5943.

Thirteenth Graduate Summer Session in
Epidemiology. The 1978 graduate sum-
mer session in epidemiology, sponsored
by the Epidemiology Section of the
American Public Health Association, the
Association of Teachers of Preventive
Medicine, and the American College of
Preventive Medicine will be held at the
University of Minnesota in Minneapolis,
June 18 to July 8, 1978. The classes will
meet at the School of Public Health,
Health Sciences Center.

These summer graduate sessions are
designed primarily for teachers in med-
ical schools, but postdoctoral fellows,
graduate students and residents in de-
partments of preventive medicine, and
students in other medical school depart-



ments may qualify. Similarly, teachers,
postdoctoral fellows, and graduate stu-
dents in schools of public health, den-
tistry, and veterinary medicine are
eligible, as well as qualified personnel of
Federal, State, and local health agencies.
The courses are accredited (category I)
for the AMA Physicians Recognition
Award.

In addition to two basic courses in
the fundamentals of epidemiology and of
biostatistics and several previously pre-
sented courses, two new courses will be
presented—advanced statistical methods
in epidemiology and the epidemiologic
basis for health services planning and
evaluation. A nationally known faculty
has been recruited.

Tuition for the 3-week session will
be $400. Special rates for food and lodg-
ing in dormitories have been arranged.
Grants for tuition and stipends may be-
come available, but prospective regis-
trants should explore other sources of
funding as soon as possible.

Further information and application
forms for the 1978 session may be ob-
tained from Dr. Leonard M. Schuman,
Director, Graduate Summer Session in
Epidemiology, University of Minnesota
School of Public Health, 1-117 Health
Science Unit A, 515 Delaware St., SE.,
Minneapolis, Minn. 55455.

Symposium on Human Performance in
Business and Industry. A 2-day confer-
ence, sponsored by Crown Zellerbach
Canada Ltd., and Simon Fraser Univer-
sity (Vancouver, Canada), will examine
the problem of health and fitness in
relation to job satisfaction and produc-
tivity. To be held in Richmond, British
Columbia, Canada, May 8-9, 1978, the
symposium will include special work-
shops on health problems of the execu-
tive, the physically handicapped, the
elderly, and the inexperienced worker.
Other topics to be considered will be
employee-fitness testing, fatigue-related
injury, boredom and absenteeism, the
design of the workspace, and modified
work conditions. Internationally recog-
nized specialists will participate in the
conference.

For brochures and further informa-
tion, contact Continuing Studies in
Kinesiology, Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby, British Columbia V5A 1S6;
telephone (604)291-4565 or 4304.
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